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Entrepreneurship plays an important role in modern society.
Entrepreneurs create businesses, provide employment, introduce
new ideas and contribute to the economic development of a
country. Many small and medium enterprises also provide
livelihood opportunities to families and communities. An
entrepreneur therefore does more than earn an income; he or she
turns an idea into something useful to society.

Buddhist philosophy does not reject the acquisition of wealth
by laypeople. What matters is how wealth is earned, how it is
used, and whether its creation causes harm to others. From
a Buddhist perspective, business should therefore go beyond
profit alone and include ethical conduct, social responsibility and
mindful decision-making.

The Anana Sutta describes four forms of happiness relevant
to a layperson. Atthi-sukha is the happiness of possessing wealth
acquired through effort and righteous means. Bhoga-sukha is the
happiness of using that wealth for oneself and for the welfare of
parents, family, relatives and others, as well as for meritorious
purposes. Anana-sukha is the happiness of being free from
burdensome debt, while Anavajja-sukha is the deeper happiness of living
a blameless life, free from wrongdoing in thought, word and action.

These principles offer an important message to the modern
entrepreneur: financial success should not come at the expense
of peace of mind or ethical integrity.

A business idea should therefore be considered in the light
of Right Livelihood — Samma Ajiva. Profit is necessary for
the survival of an enterprise, but profit should be balanced with
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moderation and responsibility. There are five livelihoods that are
considered wrong or miccha ajiva. They are mentioned in the
Vanijja Sutta, namely, trades in weapons, human beings, animals
for slaughter, intoxicants and poisons and are livelihoods to be
avoided.

Good entrepreneurship also requires careful planning. Before
starting a business, one should consider the right time, location,
people, available resources and the needs of the community. A
good idea may fail if these conditions are ignored. An interesting
comparison could be the five great considerations — Paiica
Maha Vilokana — traditionally associated with the Bodhisatta
before his final birth with aspirations to be a Buddha.

Financial discipline is equally important. The Sigalovada Sutta
provides guidance for wisely allocating income: a portion for daily
needs, two portions for productive investment and another portion
as savings for future difficulties. Such an approach encourages
neither wasteful consumption nor unhealthy attachment to wealth.

A Buddhist-inspired enterprise should also be guided by clear
values: honesty, integrity, accountability, compassion, loving-
kindness, quality and teamwork. Temporary financial gain
should never be allowed to destroy these values. The Dhammapada
provides a beautiful image for such entrepreneurship: just as a
bee gathers nectar without harming the flower, its colour or
its fragrance, a wise entrepreneur should create value without
harming society or the environment.

Finally, leadership requires mindfulness. An entrepreneur should
lead by example, reduce ego, remain calm during difficulties and
treat employees with compassion and understanding. Business
conditions will inevitably change; success and failure are both
subject to impermanence. Ethical principles should therefore
remain steady even when circumstances are uncertain.

Buddhist entrepreneurship is therefore not against profit.
It asks us to pursue profit wisely—creating wealth without
exploitation, developing people without harming them, and
building enterprises that contribute to both economic progress
and human well-being.
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